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THE BOOK OF THE WEEK.

MARK TWAIN'S LETTENS. Arranged with comment by Albert
Bigelow Paine, 32 vols. (liarper & Brothers,)

“I Invarfably regret the things 1 do on the spur of the moment." Thus
wrole Mark Twaln to Thomus Dalley Aldrizh In 1871, but, he adds: “Who
would find out that T am a natural fool if 1 kept always cool and never let
Nohody," Tt Is because he let nature come to

the surface that he is the most representatively American man of letters this
eountry has thus far produced. Only Whitman rises Lo that distinetion be.
sids him. All others in whotn our pride {s justified show the tllling of an
anglent culture, he trod the North Amsrican soll of the nineteenth century
and of the twenticth with a firm, free step of his own, He had hia finger
on the pulse of humanity. We may be glad of him In every aspect. If in
the brilllant motley of his work there are some solled patches, these only
prove that his work was not all dones In a luxurious study—much of It was
wbut also amid ths strife and dusty struggle of the world. e claimed to
#e a journalist, not an nuthor. Ile adored Howells and deplored his own in-
eptitudes. Ie gives Bret Ilarte the credit for having changed him “from
an awkward utterer of coarse grotesqu:ness to a writer of paragraphs and
chapters that have found a certaln favor In the eyes of even some of the
wery decentest people In the land” To his wife's gentle judgmemt he owed
most; she suppressed his cxuberance.

A distinguished Americ'n painter, commenting on the streak of vulgar-
fty which I8 to be found in every man, once sald: “In one man this finds vent
in words, in another it appears In his paint.”” This caustic comment s ap-
plieablse. The touching beauly of Mark Twain's domestic relations, his de-
wvollon to high ideals, his lofty =ense of honor, both clvie and financial, were
gualities that lived sido by =ld: with a certaln contempt for the refinements
of Merature—as witness hi= harsh and ungallant pronouncement on one of

' Ithe most delightfully refined prose artists in his history of the Engiish novel,
Jane Austen; his dislike of Hawthorne, George Ellot, and above all of Henry
f James,—and were qualities consistent with an unrestrained profanity and
with not a few lapses into other forms of vulgarity, shot through with an
Smagination which often called for more than an ‘ounce of civet, And this
#8 written In no pharisaleal spirit and without any real regret that the case
was such. It is a pity that these few patches in his radiant robss ahould
have led some fine souls to turn from his fresh vigor and regard him as a
Mterary tramp. Very few. however, of thoss who read the letters in which
omch traits appear or of those who have had friendship's privilege of seeing
wnpublished manuscripts, while yet the writer lived, will deny that they
@erived a certaln bracing exhilaration from this muscular, masculine, naked
strength. Eincerity is always sure of a strong appeal. And this gem-cut
#ineerity characterized all that Mark Twuin sald, wrote, or did.

In a letter to Henry Ward Beocher {n 1585, Clemens refers to an out-
Surst of General Bherman's about Grant. *“The Idea,” sald Sherman, *“of
all this nonsense about Grant not being able to stand rude language and
fndelicate stories. Why, Grant was full of humor, and full of the appreci-
ation of it. It makes me sick—that ncwspaper nonsense. “Girant waa no
namby-pamb¥® fool, he was a MAN—all over—rounded and complete,” If
Mark Twain had ever been nccused of namby-pambyness, General Sher-
Mman might have spoken thus of him. The letter to Beecher continues: “T
wish I had thought of {t! 1 would have sald to General Grant 'Put the
drunkenness in the Memoirs—and Lhe repentance and reform. ‘Trust the

nature come to the surfuce?

prople.’” 1Into his own worke and letters Mask Twain put all, and trusted
the people. s trust was not mispiaced,

Thia reference to Grant reminds, parenthetically, of Mark Twaln's let-
ter to Tue New Yonk Bun (omitted from the Index in this work) of July
27, 1885, How many of us remember the controversy over the mselectlon o
a location for Grant's tomb? In that letter Clemens prophesies that in fiv.
hundred years Washington will be o deserted hamlet, while the situation o.
New York assures it perennial importance. I observe,” ho writes In conelu
slon, “that the common and sitrongest objection te New York (s that she |s
not ‘national ground. Let us give ourselves no uneasiness about that
Wherever (ieneral Grant's body lies, that is national ground.”

The unfalling taste and secure judgment of Mr. Albért Bigelow Paln¢
hava in these two volumes of more than four hundred pages each brought
together a collection of lettors worthy to stand beslde Lhe menumenta
“Life." More than many of the letters quoted in the blography are here re-
printed and properly so. There are not too many of the earller and less In-
teresting letters Included and just encugh of thoss written during the tragic
period of financlal disiress to throw light upon the sufferings of a noble
soul in & dark and vital time. The character of Mark Twaln emerges from
these pages, nol changed in any feature, but In every feature amplifind,
They show in Clemens's own words how thoroughly the synthetic work of
the blographer has been done. They furnish the documentary proofs of
the statements and deductions of the “Life.” Some of the narrative matter
from the blography hus here Lean used as {llustrative comment and to good
purpose. Bo admirably has Mr. Paine presented his subject in Life and
Ietters that no further summing up will be needed until another goneration
has reached maturity.

It may be permitied the writer, who is proud of a remote, morganstic
relationship with the blography, to quote n phrase from a letter he received
Just after the publication of that work. A well known playwright wrote:
“"Thank God! At last that little Scottlsh sycophant has been dethroned and
instead of Boswell's Johinson we now have Paine's Twain” There may be
exaggeiation In thia enthuslasm: there cortninly was mneerity In the senti-
ment,

We who knew Mark Twaln in lils latest days remember him as one al-
ways genial, if occasionally petulant In a whimsical way, full of fun but
sometimes with the scared smile of sadness deepening his wit, violently Ir-
reverent . wherever he thought he detected sham, but kindly without fall
and lovable ever. If Heine was the smile that passed over the face of Nature,
then Mark Twa.!n wan her rollicking laughter. But the froth and foam of
dincing waves are seldom seen in shallow waters; there must be an ocean
underneath, In Mark Twaln's great heart lay a wealth of human lave
and In his rich and rugged mind a profound consciousnsss of man's place in
nature and of his destiny, while over all this rippled Inextingulshable laughter.
We have rearon to be srateful for these letters,

Citantes Hamvey Gevrno,

SFANIS ARCHITECTURE oF
THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY. By
Arthar Byne and Mildred Stap-

adjunct when visiting the anclent
citlen of norihern Bpaln. As the
authors are careful to point out, the
it Sous.) _l’f?nalnancc' reached Spaln singulary
late and held xway there for A come-

#7.00, parutively brief period. It flourished
Spaniah  Archileciure of the Sis- l.rmc(pally in Ca=tile, and lts Intorest
teenth Century 1s a wwork Intended pri- | 19 Lo student jles primarily in the fact
marily for the aerious student of archi- |41at It was unhesitatingly hlended
tecture, although many an art loving | “ith the older Spanish styles and de-
tourist would 4o well to make it an| P31ted more rudically from the estab-
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| shed Renalssance type than did any
architecture north of the Pyrences,

Two Yars in Hell and
Private

Pea

A Hero from
Real Hero:land

Life in the trenches
and behind the
lines, vations and
equipment,the new
religion of the war,
Belgian refu
impressions of Eng-
lish, French. and
German sold ers,
German At ocities,
“who started the
war,” under fire,
“over the parapet,”
guosed ot Yyres, wounded, lying two
mights and a day in the open,~they
are all in this story.

Read the Book—
Every Word True

HAROLD R. PEAT

Hear Private Peat Himself Lecture on
Life in the Trenches (At Aeslian Hall, December 18)

THE BOBBS-MERRILL COMPANY, PUBLISHERS

¢NEW:?
SERIES

HE BOOK OF
NEW YORK

By Robert “hackleton
Author of The Book of Boston

How well do you know New York? Do you know
where West dth Street crosses West 11th? Can
vou find “The Little Church Around the Corner” or
Frounces' Tavern, without a policeman? Do you
know where Petrus Stuyvesant lived? Did you know
n battle was fought an Murray Hill?

: P There arc a hundred New Yorks, and Mr. Shackle-
— 3 lon Las deseribed most of them. Any American
Sy

who reads this lecn nnd comprehensive volume,
rich in information and genial anecdote, will have a
new pride and interes® in thi= greatest of Ameriean cities,

Handsomcly illustrated, Boved, Price, £2.50 net, At all hookstores.

THE PENN PUBLISHING COMPANY, PHILADELPHIA

Back with a Smile

i It 1= gbanlutely & Aintinet produrt from
that pleiuresque ser |- Moonrinh stucco archi-
jtecturs of Andaiusia, which was carsie;
i'-' the Epanish colonies, Ister 1o be -
tupted throughout hioth Americen an typieal
| of the tintlier country While not
| wishing 1o drag down the suces house nor
[na sultabllity to the Andalusjan ciimate

" &

one iz forzed tn protest nEalnst its wtgnd-
ing for tha whale of Span.ash architacture
{sucn minapprahsnsion means that the bulld.
Ing® of Castlle, the vory heart of the coun
| 1%, have jeen peasemd over for & typo
In Knowledged by all Epaniards, except the
i Andalusisne (o e sxofic,

1

The Platerssque, or
| r——

Spanish Renafw-

with eoyes in his
bead and a smile
oa his lips tolls in
hisbookhow things
locked to him“over

felt in all the thrill.
ing vicissitudes of
war. Every word carries conviction.
It is & war book worth while.

Private Peat at all
Stores $1.50 net

Afe? U prvogTu
Copyright by Pirie MacDonaly.

Fighting
For Peace

By Henry van Dyke

Mindster o Holignd for ¢
The "ﬂl'lu.uf the 'Irlgr.a' Firu

"A great deal has been written abeut
the war and its causes and i*s isaues.
That is why this beok, written tem.
perately after three years, may be of
somuch use. Its absolutely crystalline
unproved, ought to clear up whole.
somely whatever honest minds need
clesring.”"—New York Sun.
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Theworld’sfriend,

the Poilu, a fighting man to
the bottom of his sturdy
boots, yet so affectionate,
so childlike! You see him
in all his bewildering phases
when you watch the hospital
scenes set down in Maud
Mortimer's

“A GREEN TENT
IN FLANDERS"

Persia, land of mystery and

romance, is colorfully re- *A book to make the down-
:r:;lr:rli in botﬁs imghlée cast believe life worth living.”
Dwight's y : ~~The Contineni, Chicago.
“PERSIAN
MINIATURES"

The Big
Little Person

If you are look-

e

' UTOP[A Of f By mushy here is nthoe
A REBECCA story for you.

USURERS

'|HOOPER
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y TheN.Y. Times
[c. K. CHESTERTON |EASTMAN aui: A dui
| A brillisnt aatire, (o which G, K, O, | ty little fllfy tale
favels she shafte of his paredox st the with two love

avier of Chestarton’s Inlndtable wit woyll

140

l k Stores Generall
| I Or st H ¥

luye 10 have and pass on to hiv friends Itotitl. '.hm mys-

Kvery page of the ook s Interssting '

_?"t"ﬂ:'tuuﬂll s Leat oF vary noar bis - ' .nd o st-
P e Republican. tractive herowne,"”
Wherever Good Bosks Are Seld.
’l:?_s Cel 1t ot gour bookscller's to-day
et

HARFER & EROTHERS
Established 1817

BONI AND LIVERIGHT

|
|
r
|
|
105 W. 40TH ST., NEW YORK CITY |
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of How toLrve at the Bomt " Dutéor.

sance, period covers jeas than n single
century, beginning
with Enrlque de Egas, who In 1001
ergcted In Toledo the Hosplial of Santa
Crus—the first of the fantasias plater-
escas—and closing with Juan de Her-
rera, architect of the Escorial (1560
1554), the so called e'ghith wonder of
the world, Yet the intervening yeurs
are rich In craftsmen of high rank
wheose chief misfortune was that, un-
ke the great Italians, they lncked o
Vasari to perpetuate thelr fame

PRIVATE PEAT, Illla Own Story.
By Harold . Peat. (fAobhae
Merrlll Cn.) R&1.850,

alrendy; so many that criticism of a
new onge nelther greatly better ror
worse than it fellows must concern
lteelf chilefly with poluting out how the
particular voiume In question differs
from nll the rest, and from what
specia]l angle it throws light upeotn the
famillar horrore and adventures of the
front. Private Peat s of the personal
narrative type, a direct and siinple
count of the anthar's experiences
the first Canadian contingent,
humor and trazedy of those carly
months In the trenches we have heard
many times -gometimes with greater
#Riil or Innight In the telling, but never
with a more honest vigor.
more than the usunl share of argu-
ment in this book, more of the rights
and wrongs of the war urged from the
point of view of the intelligent man in

the ranks. And there are ono nr twe
magnificent stories of herolem, Y
that of the oMceer with both lees

broken durlng an atiack who crawled
forward to the German trench whis-
tiing his men on until the trench was
won., It is the misfortune of such a

countsa; for If it were the oniy ong 1t
would become wonderful without the
! changing of a line,

]

|1'II|-: MESSIAH OF TNHNE CYLIN-
DER. Ny }'Irlm- Ronsscan, (A, C.
MeUlurg & Co.) B1.05,

Nearly every author with any in.

vention at one time or another has
written a prophecy of the future, o
story of o twentleth century human
heing in a twentv-first or twenty-
second  century world Tint Vietor
Roussvay In the two most Imporant

instunces of thls Kind of stoury is wrigl-

nal. His story {3 not a dreem-—and
the scientifically managed world «:d
not work. In a way Mr. Housseau ju

asking the reader
| Christlanity swhich rather botes go
many of us, Yet it [« not & borssome
| rellgiony which lie praises, rather it is
humanity, a humanity which embraces
the fNnest !deals of Christianity and

oy appreciate Lhe

which 1+ se Ihstinctiva to men not
technlcally "Christlans” as to the moss
Impassioned Gentlie “The Mesainh

of the Cylinder” tells of two young
sclent!sta  who have dimcovered a
means of prolonging Indefinitely not
only unconscioua cell life but alro an
entire organism—a llving animal
Lazaroff, the abler acientist and the
weaker man, has designed wvacuum
cylinders in which the alr may be kept
at a temperatura forbidding germ life

it 1z an ensy matter to get the two
melentista and the Inevitabls girl Inte
| the cylinders, and one Yundred yeoars
| later to Introduce them:
| teader of his naw world, Esther, wnosns

confinement In the eylinder was
longest, as a goddess, and Arnold, who
tells the story, na the Messiah who
comes to free the mechanloa!ly pers
fect world from e soulless effictency
Equality, efMrlency CURCTLCS ot
| theorles are attacked on every side

It Is an interesting story, but not to be
 taken too serlously,

[HOLIDAYREADING

USES OF ADVERSITY

By Monsignor C. W. Collins

Delightful sketches of human
interest. A book that makes
for contentment and optimism.

238 Pages  Cloth Binding
Price $1.00—By Mail $1.15
On Sal

snle st

PILOT PUBLISHING CO.
59 Temple Place Boston
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Loeut Hevtor MacQuarrie Author |

- of two great lovers. A repri

Approximately |

There arc a great many war bocks |
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book to be one of muny similar ac- |

to flourish. After ghort preliminaries |
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RAN BOOKS FOR GIFTS

A LOITERER IN
NEW YORK

A RARELY PERFECT GIFT
Helen W. Henderson
Introduction by Paul W. Bartlett
The history, art and romance
of the metropolis.

Brander
Msatthews says: “It is as in-
teresting ans it 1s illuminative,

and it can be roﬂ!lally rec-
ommended to all New ?ork.-'
ers, native and adopted.
Eighty-six unusual_ illustra-
tions. i Net, $4.00

SYLVANDER AND

§ CLARINDA:

THE LOVE LETTE"S OF ROBERT BURNS
AND AGNES M'LEHOSE

Edited by AmeliaJ. Burr

A delicate old-fashioned rnmatneg
nt o
u rare book. Old-fashioned frontis-
piece. Net, §1.50

' HIS LAST BOW

A NEW SHERLOCK HOLMES BOOK
A. Conan Doyle

“As interesting, as full of ingenuity
anid tnexpected developments as
were the earliest of the adven-
tures.” N. Y. Timnes. Net, $L.35

THE CRIME

By A German
AUTHOR OF “| ACCUSE"
The sensation produced on two
tinents by the publication o; “I
Accuse!” is now n matter of hin-
tory, No less & n than Prof.
Hans Delbriick, Editor of the Prua-
gian Yearbook, sald of it that “a
transiation of it was to be found in
the house every Norwegian
peasant!”
This new volume is an arralgnment
in even more cogent form of
rulers and governments of Ger-
many and Austria.

It throws newrlight upon the eriti-
flnl momennu of{he early negotia-
ons.

A fascinating and permanent rec.
ord of a great crisis.

In two volumes. Vol. 1. Net, $2.50

BOOKSand PERSONS
BEING COMMENTS ON A PAST EPOCH,
Arnold Bennett oM

The New Republic mays of these
causeries contributed to The New

Age under the donym of “Ja.
co% Tonson”: “Not until th? lli'b-
red did the possibilities of this

ind of artless observation disclose
themselves” in England.

Net, $2.00

THE GREEN
MIRROR

A COMPLETE WALPOLE TRIUMPH

Hugh Walpole
As instinet with life and

beauty ss anytsiing that has
come from this young mas.
ter's hand. Stately, robust
and exotic, a story in the
manner of “The Duchess of

Wrexe” 12mo. Net, $1.50

FREAKS of MAYFAIR

DEDICATED TO FRANK EYES AN
RINDLY EARS =

E. F, Benson

A delicate satire, in the mood of the
elassic M. T. Titmarsh, Exq., of the
West End of London and all other
West Ends where society abounds,
With black and white drawings hy
George Plank. Net, §1.50

AUTUMN
LOITERERS

Charles Hanson Towne
Julian Street says: “I have enjoyed
every page of it. It is a ‘different’
motor thing. There is nothing like
it.” Pictures by Thomas Fognrty,

Net, 3133

SONIA: Between
*| Two Worlds

Stephen McKenna
MARY ROBERTS RINEHART SAYS:

“It is a big book, one of the very
biggest the war has produced.”

The New daven Journal-Courier
says: “'Sonia’ has a spiritual chal-
lenge, & political significance and
g message for the nge.” Net, $1.50

“More than literature and more
than history. . . . lr.iantrum’wb
call to American patriotism."—
New York World,

THE MAJ OR. Ralph Connor's Great New Novel

“Thrills us with the awakening of the young life of the Northwest to battle with the hoary crimes of
imperial autocracy. . . . As a love story slone, the book would be well worth reading; but as an expor
sition of the mind and soul of the great Northwest it rises to iis highest worth among the best wurks
of fiction of the season."—New York Tribune.

The crisis which swept the Northwest, 250,000 strong overnight, into war

NEW ADVENTURES

Illustrated. Net, §1.40

MY HOME IN THE

Michael Monahan

Author " tures Life end

LuCao.'.""P‘-f:: 5’ Pq:;f-." sic.
Richard LeGallienne says: “‘8St.
Michael Monahan has today a dis-
tinction all his own—that personal
charm of lettered bonhomie, which
seems almost lost to literature as
at present practised.”  Net, $2.00

Limited edition signed by the
author. Large octavo, Alexandra

deckle edge bound in quarter
§¢ paper, Net, $5.00

vellum.

MY FOUR YEARS in GERMANY

Ambassador Gerard’s Book is the Useful Gift for this Year

Many illustrations and facsimile reproductions of documents. Net, $2.00

“The importance of this book
can hardly be overestimated.”—
Louisville Evening Post.

AT ALL BOOKSELLERS, SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE

land Observer.

FIELD OF MERCY

A STORY OF HOSPITAL SERVICE

Francis Wilson Huard
AUTHOR OF MY HOME !N THE FIELD
OF HONOUR"
“A book worth having written anl
deeply worth the reading., Ths
illustrations by Charles Huard ara
exquisite drawings, It is the verr
stuff of human life under the great
stress of war."—New York True

Net, £1.33

#“Gerard tells things bluntly and
plainly. He sees things straight
and he writes straight.,”—0:k-

GEORGE H. DORAN COMPANY, 38 West 32d Street New York

PUBLISHERS IN

AMERICA

FOR

HODDER

& STOUGHTON

~ . S

THE DEFINITE
opnecr =

by smilery Faresl

My

The authiur of

FICTION

By the Author of “The Broad Hishway.’

The Definite Object

By JEFFERY FARNOL

The New York Tribune says: "“We do not besitate to sy that
Farnol has hara produced not merely bis own best work, bnt
also ons of the best works of fiction that anyone has put forward
this scason.”

Dy the Author of *The Blinancss of Virtue.'

Scandal

Ihe Blodness of Virtue writes a thoroughly en

$1.50 nat,

By COSMO HAMILTON

leriaining story
Vandordy ke, soli-willed, ran her head Into the noose of & most hazardous H.Ifllllon. ‘:.'u

CXLCCR TS, was taught a lesson.

tl
Llusruted. M‘.’:l'm?g

o -

in

01 which Cul, Rooscvell sayx:

By the Authors of '"The Blind Man's Eyes"

The Indian Drum

The remarkable mystery story of the Great Lakes by William MacHerg and Edwin Balmer.

[ ‘ ““The bkt has appealed o me
work rwculiorly Arerican in type. wihich we ought to greot as u lasting

Froniapleee, $1.00 net,

particularly os ous of those evpeadingls strone b
contribiition to the best Amcrican wori | - o

How Are You Feeling Now ?
By EDWIN L. SABIN

A litide book in which you shull see the bumorous side of
such eaporienees as golug o the denust, or I,mug wn & dlet,

Hlustrated. 75

or even having your appendix removesd.
ornts not
Publishers

AT ALL BCOKSELLERS~

Four Days
The Story of a Soldier's Marriaa:

By HETTY HEMENWAY

This tale of how Englan)'s manhood went €0 140
contalns in |ts half & hundred pages mor
than one ofton finds in & long oove!

“ soil-moving ¢
50 conite et

LITTLE, BROWN & COMPANY

Bosten

BOOKS

There is no message of love or friend-
ship that cannot be gonveved by a well-
choren BOOK.

Putnams

Pro ¢ % D ¥Vana

2YENAT

e lom 12 =

Over tﬁe Top |
BY

— ———

Arthur Guy Empey

““We have sold more cepies of ‘Over the Top' than of
any other boek published since we opened our store
seventeen years ago.” Thus speaks the proprieter of
of ene the largest bookstores in the Middle West.

| O1f course you knew why

The Book itself is the answer

ID ON'T WAIT—-OVER ThE TOP—$1.50 WLEREVER MEN SELL BOOKS

Xmas CLELLERERELELELLEL'CVELS

aughter."

SANTA CLAUS| |; |

Meredith Nicholson |

"A deliciously humorous and excitine
-hristmas story-—whimsical, tender and full of

lllustrated and Decorated by Florence Mirard
£1.00 nel

£'55

)

; The author of “The House of a | ::
Thousand Candles” at his best 1

A REVERSIBLE .-

g

-t oy

o A el BN

Pittsburgh FPost

At Al
Nuokstarey

CERCLERLCTELRLERLUCELER

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY




